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foreword 


Origin  is  obscure,  but  according  to  some  accounts,  die  name  appears. 


to  be  of  French  origin, — as  BALLE,  and  BAT*.  The  Ball  name 


<  )l 


ELIAS  in  this  country  goes  back  to  the  Emigrant  ELIAS  BALL  (“Red 
Cap”), — and  over  in  England  (Devon)  there  were  several  hv  that 
same  name, — although  in  England  the  family  name  seems  to  have  been 
WILLIAM.  However,  as  far  back  as  1324  we  find  the  record  of 
ELIAS  BALLE,  Sheriff  of  Nottingham.  But  the  two  main  names  in 
the  family  over  here  and  over  there  are  William,  and  Elias.  We  can  add 
JOHN  to  ours,  and  ROBERT  and  GEORGE  to  those  in  Devon. 


We  do  not  know  when  the  BALL  family  came  to  South  Devon,  but 
we  have  a  record  of  its  being  there  in  1400  and  1600, — when  the  family 
lived  at  Torquay,  and  Stokeinteignhead.  And  there  are  also  some  of 
that  name  at  Teignmouth,  Fortsmouth,  Chudleigh,  Kingsteignton,  etc. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  Balls  loved  their  country,  for  South  Devon 
is  a  beautiful  setting, — with  hills,  and  streams,  moors,  rocks,  harbours, 
quaint  little  villages,  and  apple  trees,  apple  trees,  apple  trees! — white  in 
Spring;  and  winding  roads,  and  fields,  thatched  cottages,  etc. 


Our  Balls  have  from  the  beginning  been  tillers  of  the  soil,  and  ship¬ 
owners, — sturdy,  country  stock, — “yeoman  farmers”. 


As  far  as  we  know,  our  South  Carolina  branch  descends  from  the 
Rev.  Robert  Ball,  Vicar  of  St.  Mary  Church,  Torquay  (formerly  called 
Tormorham),  Devon,  for  fiity  years.  He  was  born  in  1 600,  and  died  in 
1674,  and  was  buried  at  St-  Mary  Church.  1  le  lived  at  Cofhnsvell.  where 
the  family  held  lands,  and  where  many  of  thorn  are  buried.  Me  was  run 
out  bv  Cromwell,  and  his  lands  confiscated,  and  after  the  Keformtion  was 
reinstated,  although  living  in  poverty. 


J  le  married  twice,  and  had  ten  children.  1  lis  coat  of  arms  is  on  his 
tombstone,  and  a  window  to  his  memory  is  in  the  Church  at  St.  Mary- 
cliurch.  Also  a  silver  cup,  and  a  spoon  with  bis  name  on  the  handle,  and 
an  old  hook  (“Sufferings  ol  the  Clergy”)  with  his  name  and  mention  of 
him  are  to  be  seen  at  <  )xford. 


The  country  people  leaving  the  country,  went  to  live  in  the  neighbor¬ 
ing  towns,  as  Kingsteignton,  etc. — where  you  will  also  find  some  of  the 
name. 


Rev.  Robert  Rail's  eldest  son  was  R(  )BERT. 


Rev.  Robert’s  son, 


WILLIAM,  lived  at  Stokeinteignhead  and  is  buried  there,- — according  to 
the  church  records.  Both  Robert  and  William  evidentlv  lived  !or  a 
time  at  Daccombe,  the  Ball  farm,  and  W  illiam’s  death  is  recorded  at 
Coffinswell  and  states  that  he  is  buried  at  Stoke-in-teignhead. 


The  Ball  family  in 
Church  and  in  business, 


England  have  always  held  high  places 
and  are  held  in  honour  and  esteem. 


in  the 


(Nan  S.  Ball) 


' 


flti  •  • 


BALL  FAMILY 


of 


STOK1UNTK1GNHKAD 


Devonshire — England 

o 


Up  to  a  few  years  ago,  the  Ball  family  of  the  South  Carolina  low- 
country  (the  “Cooper  River”  Balls)  knew  little  about  the  family  living 
in  Devonshire,  Kngland,  from  whence  came  KLIAS  BALL,  (“Bed 
Cap”),  the  Immigrant,  about  1694. — son  of  W  illiam  (a  farmer  of  Stoke- 
inteignhead)  and  Mary  Balk 

This  KLIAS  BALL,  as  we  all  know,  came  over  to  America,  at  the 
re(|iiest  of  his  uncle  Capt.  John  Coming  and  his  wife  Affra  (Ilarleston) 
Coming,  who  lived  at  Comingtee  Plantation,  on  the  Cooper  River,  in 
South  Carolina.  After  her  husband’s  death,  Mrs.  Affra  Coming  felt  she 
could  not  manage  the  estate  (Comingtee )  hv  herself,  and  was  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  the  arrival  here  of  her  husband's  nephew  from  Devonshire  to 
help  her.  W  illiam  Ball  (11).  was  the  eldest  son,  but  (according  to  the 
family  record)  he  “being  afraid  to  brave  the  wilds  of  America,  stayed  in 
Kngland  ;  but  Klias,  being  a  daring  youth  came  in  his  stead.” 

Our  Ball  Kamil)’,  ot  the  “Cooper  River  Clan”,  have  always  felt 
strong  family  ties  toward  each  other,  and  have  always  had  a  great  fond¬ 
ness  for  our  Emigrant  Ancestor,  ELIAS  BALL.  1,  and  for  his  native 
village  (although  only  a  name  to  us,  for  none  of  our  family  has  ever  been 
there)  of  fascinating  name—  STOKK-IN- TE 1GNHKAD,  in  Devon¬ 
shire,  Kngland. 

Now,  as  far  back  as  we  can  directly  trace  our  descent,  we  come  from 
one  RKV.  ROBERT  PALL,  M.A.  Oxford,  Vicar  of  St.  Marychurch 
(near  Tormorham, — now  Torquay),  in  Devon,  Kngland.  He  was  born 
in  1600.  tit  Cockington* *,  a  neighboring  village,  and  was  for  fijly  years 
Vicar  of  this  Church,  where  also  he  is  buried.  1  le  died  May  18th,  1674,  at 
the  age  of  74  years- 

He  was  a  Fellow  of  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  and  Oxford  Alumni 
Records  state : 

Ball.  Robert,  Devon,  Gentleman. 

Broadgates  Hall.  Matriculated  1618,  November  16.  Age  17. 

B.A.  from  Balliol  College,  48  Feb.  1621-2.  M.A.  1624.  10.  Jun. 

VICAR  of  St.  Marychurch,  Devon.  1624.” 


J  le  was  presented  to  the  living  of  St.  Marychurch  by  a  Thomas  Pad- 
don,  in  1624,  A.D.  Walker,  in  his  book  of  "Sufferings  of  the  Clergy,” 
makes  this  reference  to  Rev.  Robert  Ball : — 

“BALL,  Robert,  A.M.  St.  Mary  Church  (Devon),  Vicar. 

This  worthy  person  was  born  tit  the  neighboring  parish  of  Cocking¬ 
ton  in  this  County,  bred  in  Oxford,  where  he  was  a  fellow  of  Balliol 
College,  and  from  thence  presented  to  this  Vicarage,  about  the  year  1624. 

(XOTR  Paragraph  2  See  "Recollections  of  the  Ball  family  of  South  Carolina  ,  hv 
Anne  Simons  Deas. ) 

*  ( NOTE  On  n  list  of  old  wills,  there  is  mentioned  a  ROBERT  HA  EL,  Merchant, 
1617,  of  Cockington.  This  may  he  Rev.  Robert's  father,  and  if  so,  he  died  when  Rev.  Robert  Ball 
was  17  years  of  ajje.) 
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He  was  a  person  of  very  considerable  learning,  which,  I  presume,  recom¬ 
mended  him  to  Dr.  William  Huchenson,  and  the  Canons  of  Exeter, 
whose  daughter  he  married,  and  had  with  her  a  very  considerable  for¬ 
tune.  About  the  time  of  the  King’s  (Charles  1.)  murder,  he  preached 
upon  that  unseasonable  text,  “Fear  God,  Honour  the  King,”  for  which 
he  was  hurried  to  Exeter  by  a  party  of  horse,  there  reviled  and  abused 
by  the  Committee,  sequestered  from  his  living,  and  forced  to  give  in  bail 
before  he  could  obtain  his  liberty.  His  temporal  estate  also  was  seized, 
his  house  plundered,  and  his  cattle  driven  away  for  payment  of  arrears 
and  unmerciful  taxation  laid  on  him ;  in  a  word  he  was  continously  har- 
rassed,  that  he  was  forced  to  abscond,  to  save  himself  from  prison ;  and 
was  often  seen  in  the  habit  of  a  hedger,  with  a  hook  and  a  pair  of  thick 
gloves  (and  sometimes)  actually  at  work,  to  conceal  himself  from  those 
who  were  sent  to  seize  him.  His  temporal  estate  was  about  £50  per  ann. 
which  by  sequestrations,  decimations  and  compositions,  they  had  reduced 
to  about  £35,  and  having  then  a  wife  and  10  children,  he  was  forced  to 
be  beholden  to  charity  for  part  of  their  maintenance,  having  no  fifths 
paid  him.  However,  as  he  was  an  excellent  scholar  and  a  sound  divine, 
so  he  was  a  very  good  man,  and  bare  his  sufferings  with  a  most  Christian- 
like  patience,  and  an  undaunted  courage.  He  was  succeeded  by  one 
Robert  Stidson,  a  very  sorry,  canting  fellow,  and  whether  of  any  Univer¬ 
sity,  or  in  any  Orders,  is  wholly  unknown.  Rut  this  is  sure,  that  he 
lived  to  deliver  up  the  living  again  to  poor  Mr.  Rail  on  the  Restoration 
(though  the  Abridgement  makes  him  an  ejected  sufferer  here  at  Bartlio- 
lomew  Day).  Mr.  Rail  lived  till  about  1675  and  then  he  died  in  the 
74th  year  of  his  age.  He  left  behind  him  a  Manuscript  volume  of  Pray¬ 
ers,  Meditations,  &c,  (which  as  a  man  of  learning  assured  me)  very  well 
deserves  to  see  the  light.” 


He  married,  as  one  of  his  wives  (as  stated  by  the  above  excerpt  from 
‘‘Sufferings  of  the  Clergy.")  a  Miss  Huchenson — (MARY,  as  mentioned 
in  his  will)  daughter  of  Dr.  William  Huchenson;  but  as  his  will  only 
mentions  seven  children,  and  “Sufferings  of  the  Clergy"  mentions  that 
there  were  ten,  that  leaves  three  unaccounted  for. 

Another  of  the  wives  of  Rev.  Robert  Rail  (we  judge  that  he  had 
only  two)  must  have  been  the  widow  Coming, — mother  of  Capt.  John 
Coming  who  went  Mate  on  the  ship  “Carolina”  which  brought  over  the 
first  Colonists  to  (South)  Carolina,  in  1670.  (Capt.  Coming  was  half- 
brother  of  WILLIAM  BALL,  farmer,  of  Stoke-in-Teignhead,  Devon, 
England,  whose  son  ELIAS  BALL,  was  the  Emigrant  to  (South)  Caro¬ 
lina, — this  statement  by  John  Rail,  of  Kensington  Plantation,  Cooper 
River,  grandson  of  the  Emigrant).  Rut,  so  far,  no  record  can  be  found 
as  to  when  he  married  her,  nor  any  mention  in  his  will  of  his  son  WTIL- 
LIAM  BALL,  father  of  William  Rail  and  Elias  the  Emigrant. — were 
these  other  three  children,  and  his  step-son  Capt.  John  Coming,  not  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  will  on  account  of  some  family  disagreement.''  Personally, 
I  do  not  believe  this  to  be  the  case. 


(NOTE — Statement  l>y  John  Rail,  of  Kensington  Plantation.  South  Carolina,  gt. 
grandson  of  William  Rail.  Stoke-in  Teignhead.  Devon,  farmer.)  (SEE  “RECOLLECTIONS 
OF  THE  BALL  FAMILY  OF  SOCTII  CAROLINA”,  by  Anne  Simons  Deus) 
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CO  M  T N G— D E  V O  N ,  K N G  LAND 

CAPTAIN  JOHN  COMING  (half-brother  of  William  Ball,  farm¬ 
er  (  of  Stoke-in-Teignhead,  Devonshire,  England)*  sailed  Mate  on  the 
“Carolina”,  1670,  bringing  the  first  Colonists  to  Carolina.  He  married 
AtTra  Harleston,  of  Mollyns,  Co. Essex,  England.  They  settled  on  the 
Cooper  River,  in  (South)  Carolina  (and  also  owned  land  in  Charles 
Town),  their  plantation  being  “COMINGTEE”,  and  the  question  has 
always  been  uppermost  in  the  Ball  family  as  to  whether  it  was  named 
COMING-TEE  after  Capt.  Coining,  and  the  “tee”  so-called  from  the 
Cooper  River  at  this  point  forming  the  letter  “'1'”,  or  whether  Capt. 
Coming  named  the  place  after  his  old  home  near  Combeinteignhead, 
Devon,  England.  His  adjoining  plantation  was  called  the  “STOKE”, — 
(after  STOKE-in-TEIGNHEAD,  Devon?) 

Capt.  John  Coming  was  a  very  highly  respected  and  well  thought  of 
man  in  this  Province  (Carolina),  and  by  the  Lords  Proprietors,  and  it 
seems  that  no  mention  of  him  nor  any  record  of  him  can  he  found  in  the 
old  family  records  in  England. 


or 

fc> 


On  having  a  search  made  in  England  for  records  of  the  Comin^ 
family  in  Devon,  and  for  that  of  Capt.  John  Coming  in  particular,  the 
following  information  was  obtained: — 

Capt.  John  probably  sailed  from  Dover,  England’ as  the  record  of  his 
voyage  states  that  his  ship  (the  “CAROLINA”)  was  “riding  in  the 
Downes”, — and  Dover  is  the  only  city  with  “Downes”.  (There  is  a  pos¬ 
sibility  of  its  being  Northampton, — but  1  doubt  it). 

Capt.  John  Coming  probably  was  born  about  1639  (  ?). 

BISHOP  S  TETGNTON  seems  to  have  been  the  headquarters  of 
the  COMING  family.  This  Parish  is  adjoining  that  of  Stoke-in-Teign¬ 
head,  Devon. 


BISHOP’S  TE  ION  TON  was  anciently  named  Tainton  or  Teignton, 
afterwards  Bishop’steignton,  or  the  Bishop’s  River  Town.  This  village 
is  situated  fourteen  miles  from  the  City  of  Exeter,  and  the  town  of  Bish¬ 
op’steignton  is  situated  on  the  River  Teign.  There  are  ruins  of  the  old 
Bishop’s  Palace.  Originally  there  was  a  Saxon  Church  there  before 
1066  A.D.,  and  the  Parish  Registers  date  from  1358. 

In  Bishop’s  Teignton  records,  is  a  will  of  Thos.  COMMINGS,  ad- 
mon.  1639.  In  1603,  a  Robert  COM  INGE.  In  1661,  a  William  COM¬ 
MINGS,  (Admon.),  John  COMING,  Will  1622.  At  Bishop’s  'reign- 
ton,  South  Devon,  “There  was  bd.  here,  Maximillian  Ian  COMING  ye 
elder  ye  12  day  of  Deer.  1661.” 


( XO  I  E  Can  find  mi  far  no  record  of  Capt.  John  Coming  in  records  in  England  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  Shaftesbury  Papers.) 


f 
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ORIGINAL  LISTS  OF  EMIGRANTS  RELIGIOUS  EX¬ 
ILES  —  1600-1700:— 

1623 — Feb.  1().  Nicolas  COMIN  living  in  Virginia  at  Ye  Planta¬ 
tion  over  against  James  City. 

1635 — Passengers  which  passed  from  Ye  Port  of  London,  Edward 
COM  MINS.  Nicholas  COMON  or  COMMIX  inhabitant  of  Virginia 
came  in  the  "GEORGE"  1621. 

1666.  COMING,  Henry.  W  est  Teignmouth. 

1622.  COMMYNGE — John,  Radway.  Bishop's  Teignton.  Bish¬ 
op’s  Consistory  Court. 

1704.  COMYXS.  John  Bishop’s  Teignton. 

1616.  COMMYNGE-  Nicholas.  Inventory-Bishop’s  Teignton. 

1680.  COMMYNGE.  Nicholas. 

The  Nicholas  (1616),  of  Devon,  might  have  been  father  of  the  Nicholas 
COMIN  living  in  Virginia  in  1623.  This  Virginia  Nicholas  (1635)  is 
more  than  apt  to  be  the  same  man  as  Nicholas  COMIN,  1623,  and  he 
apparently  came  over  to  Virginia  in  the  "GEORGE  ”,  1621.  And  Capt. 
John  COMING  (afore-mentioned)  of  COMINGTEE  Plantation,  Coop¬ 
er  River,  (Carolina)  (as  we  know  from  family  records)  made  several 
trips  to  Virginia  from  Charles  Town. 

COMIXGE.  Julian.  Bishop’s  Teignton.  Will. 
COMYN.  Julyan.  Bishop’s  Teignton.  Will. 

Maximilian.  Bishop’s  Teignton.  Will. 


1603. 

COM  INGE. 

COMYN. 

1683. 

COMYNS. 

1685. 

COMING. 

From  “Shaftesbury  Papers  ”,  we  find  mentioned  SIR  JOHN  COM¬ 
ING,  in  a  letter  dated  1666,  written  by  Lord  Ashley  to  his  affectionate 
friend,  Capt.  Harleston. 

1671. — Lord  Ashley,  Exeter  House,  London,  to  SIR  JOHN  COM- 
INS„  stating  that  Lord  .Ashley  has  received  his  (Coinins’) 
letter  and  is  well  satisfied  with  his  behavior,  etc. 

1680. — Name  of  Capt.  John  COM1NS  (Sir)  referred  to  in  letter 
of  the  Lords  Proprietors  of  Carolina. 

1691. — Warrant  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  of  Carolina, — Gov.  James 
Colleton  appointing  John  COMINGS  to  be  Deputy  of  the 
Duke  of  Albcrmarle,  dec’d. 


“On  December  1,  1549,  King  Edward,  then  only  a  boy  of  13.  was 
granted  the  Manors  of  Bishopsteignton,  Radway,  &  West  Teignmouth., 
with  the  parsonages  of  Bishopsteignton  &  Railway,  etc . . 


( XOTE  -  Mamhead,  Devon,  D  near  the  l'ari-di  of  Slokeinteignhead.  In  174.1  (ac¬ 

cording  to  English  records),  one  of  the  liALL  family  erected  an  obelisk  upon  IIAF.DOX 
HILL  so  that  it  might  be  useful  as  a  landmark  to  the  sailors  coming  to  the  seaport  of  Ex¬ 
mouth.  (|uite  near.  (Exmouth  is  near  Stokeinleignhead.  also.) 

NOTE— Capt.  John  Coming  had  a  plantation  named  IIAL1DOX  HILL,  on  the  Co  ape  r 
River,  in  South  Carolina  and,  in  view  of  the  above  item,  and  lie  being  a  sea-fearing  man, 

is  it  not  reasonable  to  believe  he  named  bis  plantation  after  hi>  neighboring  HALDOX  HILL  in 
(Mamhead)  hi*  native  County  of  Devon,  in  England?  (My  father  planted  HAL1DOX  HILL 

i\:  the  IU.ESSIXC  plantations,  on  Cooper  River,  the  latter  evidently  being  named  far  one 

of  Capt.  Coming’s  ships,  the  Blrssiua.)  (X.S.1L) 
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LORDS  OF  THE  MANORS  OF  BISHOPSTEIGNTON  — 
Athelstan  was  the  first  Lord  in  A.D.  927,  then  King  Edward  the  Con¬ 
fessor,  then  30  Bishops  of  Exeter  follow  in  rotation  until  1549,  then  of 
succeeding  lords  and  then  Sir  John  Lear  whose  family  married  into  the 
COM YXS  family  &  was  Lord  of  the  Manor  in  1718,  then: 


THOMAS  COMYNS  —  1732 

Thomas  COMYNS  —  1760 

Thomas  COMYNS  —  1776 

Rev.  John  COMYNS  —  1795 

Rev.  Geo.  T.  COMYNS  —  1856 

Rev.  Geo.  V.  COMYNS  —  1897 

John  Hext  COMYNS, 

of  Wood  Manor  Ilonse  —  1923 


Sir  John  LEAR’S  daughter  married  THOMAS  COMYNS.  And 
they  went  to  live  at  WOOD,  which  afterwards  became  the  Manor  House 
of  Bishopsteignton.*  Other  members  of  the  COMYNS  family  continued 
to  live  at  Radway  for  many  years  after. 


RADWAY  MANOR — Formerly  the  residence  of  the  COMYN 
Family, — on  Radway  Hill.  The  first  known  lay  holder  of  Radway  was 
named  COM  YNS,  and  was  resident  since  the  departure  of  the  Bishop’s 
officers.  Their  name  (COMYNS)  is  more  frequent  in  the  Parish  Rec¬ 
ords  of  Bishopsteignton  than  anv  other.  It  is  spelt  in  various  ways: — - 
COMYNGE,  COM  LXG,  COM'YXE,  COMING  and  CUMIN. 
FAMILY  OF  LEAK  OF  LIXD  R  ID  G  E —  ( A"  ingstciynton )  ?  i683— 


Peter  LEAR,  Esq., — a  West  India  merchant,  was  created  a  Baronet 
in  1683,  with  remainders  to  the  sons  of  his  brothers,  John  X  William. 
The  title  became  extinct  by  the  death  of  Sir  John  Lear,  the  3rd  Baronet, 
in  1736.  His  heiress  married  Sir  Thomas  Tipping,  Bart,  of  Oxford¬ 
shire,  and  after  his  death  THOMAS  COMYNS,  Esq. — grandfather  of 
the  Rev.  John  Comyns,  now  of  .Wood,  in  Bishop’s  Teignton.” 

*“ Jlitnesscd  the  1 3th  da\  of  November,  the  2nd  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary  &  in  the  year  of  our  Lord.  1690. 


Signed  by  Xic.  Cove. - THOMAS  COMYNS— THOS.  BALLE 

— Wm.  Clifford  Martyn,  John  Eveleigh.  John  Pidsley, — and  several 
others. 


*(NOTE — WOOD  MANOR  HOUSE— the  residence  of  John  Hext  Comyns,  Esq.,  who 
lives  there  at  the  present  time  (Nov.  19,  1941.) 

From  Burke's  ‘‘( icnealogical  &  Heraldic  History  of  the  Landed  Gentry  of  Great  Bri- 
tain”,  by  late  Sir  Bernard  Burke,  C.B.,  EL  I).,  the  Ulster  King  of  Arm-  185_\  1892 — (pub. 
London  1 9.17 —  1  5th  Edition  ) 

COMYNS  of  HOOD — J  Oil  \  HEXT  COMYNS.  of  “Wood”,  Bjshopsteignton.  Devon. 
Lieutenant  late  Hertfordshire  Regt.  born  15  Apr.  1875.  educated  at  Trinity  College,  Oxford. 
B.A.  1895. 

The  seat  of  the  COMYNS  Family  is  at  Wood,  Bishop’s  Teignton.  (Teignmouth) , 
Devon. 

(Note*-  This  paper  found  by  a  Dr.  Oliver  of  Exeter  among  the  papers  of  Lord  Clifford 
who  lived  at  Ugbrook,  Devon.) 
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COFFIN  SWELL,  Devon.  In  the  time  eirc.  HEN.  III.  (1216.A.D.) 
relating  to  the  ownership  of  property  in  this  Parish  at  this  period,  is  the 
following  note : 

Richardus  le  Speke  BALL,  &c. 

PETER  COMYNS  was  Sheriff  of  Devon  in  1758. 

Rev.  John  COMYNS  of  Wood,  Bishop’s  Teignton  in  1811. 

The  estate  oj  WOOD,  in  Kingsteignton  is  still  marked  on  maps  of  to¬ 
day  dated  1938,  &c. 

OXFORD  ALUMNI — Comyns,  Geo.  Thomas — 2nd  son  of  John 
COMYNS  of  Bishopsteignton,  Devon,  Clergyman.  Wadham 
College.  Matriculated  18.  Mar.  1826.  Age  18.  B.A.  1830. 
of  Wood,  Devon.  Vicar  of  Ludbury,  Devon.  1864. 

JOHN  COMYNS.  son  of  John  COMYNS,  of  Bishop’s  Teign¬ 
ton,  Devon.  Gentleman.  Balliol  College.  Matriculated.  8  Mar- 
1758.  Age  19.  Reynolds  Exhibitioner,  Exeter  College.  B.A- 
1761. 

JOHN  COMYNS,  son  of  Thomas  COMYNS,  of  Bishop’s 
Teignton,  Devon.  Armiger.  Oriel  College.  Matriculated  16. 
Feb.  1795.  Age  19.  B.A.  1800.  M.A.  1801.  Vicar  of  Bish¬ 
op’s  Teignton.  1801  until  his  death  3.  July.  1856.  Age  82. 

NOTH-- in  Lyson’s  History  of  Devon.  Yol.  VI.  part  2,  p.  493 — (Written  in  year 
1822): —  “Referring  to  BISHOP'S  TEIGNTON  (which  is  very  close  to  Stokeinteignhead )  :  - 
“The  great  tithe  of  the  Parish  Church  appears  to  have  been  appropriated  to  the  Bishop  of 
Exeter  in  Bishop  Graudisou's  time  (about  1292)  'ad  mensam  episcopi'.  The  Rectory  & 
Advowson  which  were  alienated  with  the  Manor,  had  been  for  some  time  in  the  family  of 
BALLE  of  whom  they  were  purchased  by  Thomas  COMYNS,  E>q.,- — grandfather  of  the 
present  (1822  A.  D.)  proprietor.” 

ARMS  OF  COMYNS,  of  Wood,  County  Devon  in  the  Parish  of  Bishopsteignton; 
Devon: — ‘*G.  3  wheat  sheaves,  Ppr,  eared,  or.” 


. 


II 


INSCRIPTION  ON  TOMB  OF  REV.  ROBERT  BALL 

ST.  MARYCHURCH 
—  DEVON  — 


Floor — 


“  Sub  hoc  tumule  jacit  ROBERTUS  BALLE  — 
in  artibus  magister  et  hujus  eccle  — 
siac  Vicarius  juxta  annis  quinquaginta 
qui  obiit  18.  die  maii  .  .  An.  Dorn.  1674 — ” 


ARMS  —  (argent)  —  A  Chevron  between  3  firehalls-fusees  gules 
(on  tomb)  service  of  Crosses  Long  patees — a  Lion  Rampart. 


(Extracts  from*  Will  of  ROBERT  BALL,  Vicar  of  St.  MaryChurch, 
Devon  (Now  in  the  Exeter  Probate  Registry,  England). 


PRINCIPAL  PROBATE  REGISTRY.  Date  of  Will.  May.  1.  1671. 
Proved  1674,  July  7. 


“In  the  Name  of  Jehovah  Elohim.  AMEN. 


I,  ROBERT  BALL,  Minister  of  God’s  Word;  and  now  in  some 
competent  measure  of  health  ;  but  of  perfect  memory,  Praise  be  to  God, 
doe  make  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testament.  Anno  Domini  1674.  May 
the  1.  in  manner  and  forme  following. 


FIRST  I  commend  my  soule  into  the  hands  of  Almightye  God,  my 
Creator;  my  Redeemer  and  my  Sandifyre  (Sanctifier?)  unto  Whose 
preservation  and  protection  I  heartilye  and  confidentlye  commit  the  same 
(as  into  the  handes  of  the  faithfull  Creator,)  agt  (against?)  that  Great 
Day,  and  my  bodye  to  Christian  Buriall,  where  and  how  it  will  please 
my  Executor. 


AND  FIRST  Concerning  that  worldly  estate  (wherewith  God  hath 
soe  graciously  blesst  me  in  this  life, )  it  is  well  known  both  to  God  and  the 
World  that  (for  fifteen  years  compleat,)  I  have  been  made  a  stranger, 
but  all  my  spirituall  estate  and  profession  both,  and  thence  consequently 
much  disabled  from  making  that  due. provision  for  those  whome  God  hath 
given  me:  But  God  Almighty  forgive  the  Authors  and  promoters  of  my 
un juste  trouble  and  (consequentlye)  of  my  children’s  hereafter  of  their 
common  interest  in  my  sequestered  enjoyments:  A  just  cause  in  me  al¬ 
though  (for?)  hardly  prosecuted  and  persecuted  by  such  unjust  and 
unreasonable  men.  And  to  whome  (God  is  my  witnesse)  I  yet  never 
acted  nor  intended  evill,  nor  yett  have  since  reassumed  any  thought  of  re¬ 
venge  but  still  committing  my  selt'e  and  cause  to  Him  that  judgeth  right- 
eouslye.  I  cannot  say,  with  good  St.  Augustine,  “Ego  nihil  habet.  unde 
Testamentum  facerem,”  that  I  have  nothing  whereof  to  make  a  will ;  for 
casting  my  eyes  abroad  and  looking  beneath  me  I  doe  heartily  and 
thaunkefullv  confesse :  that  (eomparativelve  God  hath  given  me  much; 
and  which  little  much  (  like  to  the  poore  widowe's  little  pot  of  oyle)  by  a 
mira  (culous)  infusion?  God  is  able  to  multiplye  to  a  greate  deale,  if  it 
please  Him. 


-rp  ’-.uo  > »  U«n 

. 


AND  FIRST  I  give  and  bequeathe  unto  ROBERT  my  eldest  sonne, 
five  shillings  and  each  of  his  two  daughters  five  shillings  a  peace  moer 
(more)  to  them.  He  hath  had  sufficiently  of  my  estate  alreadye.  Hee 
knows  I  have  been  noe  improbident  (improvident)  or  neglectfull  father 
to  him.  God  and  the  world  can  be  my  witnesses. 


AND  SECONDLY  I  give  and  bequeathe  unto  my  Second  sonne 
GEORGE  the  sunime  of  £10  att  a  yeere  distant  after  my  death  ;  but  with 
this  condition,  provided  he  doe  not  molest  or  disquiet  mv  Executor  in 
the  pewalls  ?  occupying  the  possession  of  the  tenement  which  was  some¬ 
times  my  sister  Julyan  Paddon’s  in  Chilson ;  if  so,  then  but  £5,  and  that 
I  hereby  give  him  one  yeere  ?  after  my  death  :  he  followeth  his  owne  will 
and  not  mine,  and  this  must  be  my  wille,  and  not  his.  AND  AS  touching 
my  grandchild,  his  oldest  sonne,  ROBERT,  lett  bis  parents  and  all  his 
Aunts  (Aunts?)  now  living  knowe  that  my  purpose  was  and  is  to  make 
him  a  schollar  to  which  accomplishment  I  would  pray  that  all  to  look 
upon  him  with  ye  affection,  respect  and  favour  (as  shall  be  sutable  to 
their  ability  absolutely,  noe  farther,  and  all  this  for  my  salis  ?  hee  being 
a  prompt  child,  and  it  may  be,  borne  for  something,  and  to  this  ende, 
hereby  giving  unto  my  grandchild  Robert  all  my  bookes  and  manuscripts  ; 
the  bookes  to  be  sold  to  keepe  him  to  schoole  and  all  the  manuscripts  to 
be  safely  reposed  and  kept  for  his  use.  they  beinge  on  thinges  of  good 
value  of  the  goode  use  to  the  good  understandinge  and  such  as  he  will 
better  knowe  the  worthe  another  day,  their  collection  costing  noe  small 
paines  in  my  former  (laves,  whoe  can  tell  what  God  hath  in  store  for 
any  ....  lett  be  none  wanting  in  the  meaner?  and  shall  trust  God  with 
the  end  and  for  the  better  education  of  this  my  grandchild  Robert- 

I  FARTHER  give  my  Apple  powne  (pound)  here  at  Mary- 
church  with  all  its  necessary  belongings,  my  sue  .  .  .  (successor?)  I  hope 
giving  him  a  valuable  consideration  for  itt  as  being  my  owne  to  dispose 
itt.  AND  this  is  alle  that  little  much  I  have  to  give  out  of  my  little  estate 
to  the  education  of  this  poore  childe.  Marv's  little  more  from  Mary’s  good 
hearte  will  make  up  a  greate  deale.  If  God  give  me  to  live  a  few  veeres 
I  shall  quickly  remove  ?  all  difficulty  and  hardship  .  .  .  accomplishment 
of  this  intention  and  mv  desire  for  him. 


ITEM.  I  give  unto  mv  grandchild  GEORGE,  BALL  20/ — towards 
the  buying  of  his  first  breeches,  doublett  and  coate  to  wear  nponn  itt. 

ITEM.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  mv  synne  CHARLES  all  my 
intrest  right  and  title?  of  32  yeares  after  mv  decease  which  T  now  have  in 
the  Upper  ?  living  at  Chelson  and  sometime  in  the  possession  of  my  sis¬ 
ter  Julyan  Paddon  I  say  and  to  him  and  his  assigns  after  him  during  said 
term  of  31  vears.  Provided  notwithstanding  that  if  mv  sonne  Charles  live 
not  to  the.  accomplishment  of  marriage  that  then  the  same  estate  31  veeres 
in  the  same  living  shall  then  return  back  to  the  right  and  severall  benefits 
and  behoofs  of  my  four  daughters  Dorothy,  Jane,  Blaunch  and  Grace  or 
otherwise  for  whome?  given  shall  be  thereof  unaccomplished  at  his  death. 
But  otherwise  all  mv  saide  rights  of  31  or  32  veeres  in  the  said  Upper  Liv¬ 
ing  I  give  to  him  and  him  alone  binding  him  his  only  until  decease  and 
unto  this  that  he  shall  pay  unto  bis  sister  Blaunch  two  veeres  after  my 
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decease  the  sum  of  £100,  and  to  that  purpose  I  do  hereby  give  him  further 
all  the  house  hold  goods  now  in  or  about  the  mansion  house  thereto  be¬ 
long  likewise  two  cowes  and  twenty  ewes.  I  would  to  God  I  could  give 
him  all  content  ? 

THEN,  farther  toward  all  possible  fitte  and  faire,  and  speedy  pro¬ 
vision  and  disposal  of  my  three  daughters  Dorothy,  Jane  and  Grace  yet 
unprovided  for.  FIRST,  I  give  unto  my  daughter  Dorothy  £100  whereof 
£40  (is)  in  the  hands  of  (her)  sister  Blaunch  and  £20  in  the  handes  of 
her  sister  Grace  and  the  other  in  her  own  hands  payable  upon  land  att 
Lady  Daye.  1674.  Then  yt  (that)  £100  my  will  is  and  so  remaine  in 
the  pure  custody  of  my  sonne  CHARLES  to  be  kept  by  him  for  her  with 
her  husbande,  John  Bowden  shall  advance  that  much  more  to  be  bestowed 
(with  that)  for  the  good  and  benefit  of  them  both  if  God  so  please  to 
give  me  life  and  leave  I  will  better  itt  and  add  unto  itt.  SECON  DLY 
I  give  unto  my  daughter  JANE  and  my  daughter  Grace  £100  to  each  of 
them  to  he  risen  upon  my  meanes  att  Jackombs  but  nott  by  either  get- 
tinge  or  sellinge  of  the  grounde  but  by  the  sellinge  of  corne  or  goodes  as 
Providence  and  Prudence  shall  best  guide  the  affair  and  three  yeares  al¬ 
lowed  for  the  rai singe  of  this  £200  for  itt  cannot  be  as  soone?  effected. 

BLTT  then  to  the  “landal".  ?  to  a  faire  subsistence  of  my  deare  wife 
I  do  heere  beseech  the  World  ?  Lett  noe  one  (for  God’s  sake)  preindicate 
or  foster  in  themselves.  (Note: — Here  are  long  provisions  to  the  effect 
that  he  has  not  appointed  his  “deare  wife”  to  be  the  Executrix  of  his  will 
as  ‘‘he  knovve  her  to  bee  of  a  very  flexible  and  yielding  disposition”.) 

My  wille  is  that  my  wife  shall  live  at  Dashcombe  with  her  daughters 
there  if  she  please  or  ...  at  Chilson  with  her  sonne  CHARLES,  shee 
have  the  use  of  thinges  in  either  place. 

I  GIVE  to  Balliol  College  in  Oxforde  a  silver  tankett  of  five  marks 
price. 

I  doe  ordaine  my  son  CHARLES  to  be  whole  and  sole  Executor  of 
this  my  wille. 

Signed  and  sealed  by  ROBERT  BALLE  in  the  presence  of 
John  Couch,  Jacob  Couche.  The  signe  of  Mary  Norwood. 

1674.  July.  7.  Probate  of  this  will  granted  to  Charles  Balle  the 
sonne  and  sole  executor  of  the  deceased. 

INVENTORY  of  goods  valued  at  £716;  11.  0.  (This  would  only 
include  household  goods  and  would  not  refer  to  cash  or  landed  estates). 

This  inventory  is  long  and  fully  detailed  and  includes  furniture  live 
and  dead  stock  and  farming  implements.  Books  valued  at  £25.  These 
goods  were  valued  by  Will.  Ley,  at  Marke  of  Gregory  Jackson,  William 
Laud,  and  is  dated  1674.  July.  4. 

It  seems  that  the  Balls  were  a  very  powerful  clan  in  Devon  in  the 
old  days,  and  the  name  is  still  extant  in  Devon. 

The  Parishes  in  Devon  are  small,  and  people  often  went  to  the 
next  Parish  to  be  married.  Sometimes  the  man  was  married  in  the 
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Parish  wliere  his  wife  lived,  and  their  oldest  child  baptized  in  its  Mother’s 
native  Parish.  The  English  records  also  seem  to  have  been  scantily 
kept*. 

Rev.  Robert  Ball  must  have  lived  in  stormy  days,  judging  from 
“Sufferings  of  the  Clergy”,  and  from  his  will. 

According  to  his  will  (made  1671,  and  proved  1674)  his  wife  was 
Mary,  and  his  children  mentioned  are:  1.  ROBERT  (eldest  son);  2. 
GEORGE  (second  son)  ;  3.  CHARLES  (third  son)  ;  and  four  daugh¬ 
ters: — DOROTHY,  JANE,  BLAUXCH,  and  GRACE.  Also  grand¬ 
children:  ROBERT  and  GEORGE.  Also  mentions  a  sister  (or  sister- 
in-law  (  ?)  July  an  Paddon. 


*NOTE — All  wills  &  Probate  business  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Clergy  until  1857. 
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R1\V.  ROBERT  BAIJ, 


Robert 
b.  1640  (?) 
ni. 

Hellen 

Langmead 
17  Sept. 

1 665 

married  bv 
Rev.  Mr.  Rlill 
I 

Elias  &  2 
daughters 
( Baptized 
Nov.  3, 
1666) 
(Stokein- 
tngd.  Parish 
reg.) 


Vicar,  St.  Marychurch, 
1600-1674 

m.  Mary  Huchcson 


Devon. 

M.  2 
The 
V  idow 
Coming 


George 

Charles 

Dorothy 

Jane 

Blauneh 

Grace  \Ym.  I.  d. 

m — 

b.  1044 

m. 

m. 

1692  bd. 

1 

(lived  at 

John 

( Robt. 

Stokein- 

Robert 

Chilson) 

Bowden  ? 

Fray  tie  ?) 

tcignhd. 

& 

m.  Mary — 

m. 

George 

1. 

6  dang 

liters 

M  ary — 
(Church- 

warden — 
1685) 

I 

\\  m„  b. 

1665 
Helling, 
b.  1671 
Edw.,  b. 
1673 

Elias,  b. 
1676 


The  inventory  of  Rev.  Robert’s  goods,  excluding  cash  or  es¬ 
tates,  value  at£  716;  11  ;  ().  By  his  will,  the  hooks  he  left  were  valued 
at  £  25.  He  seems  to  have  been  quite  a  learned  man,  judging  from  his 
manuscripts  and  collection  of  hooks  he  speaks  of  in  his  will — which 
evidently  meant  a  lot  to  him,  and  which  he  leaves  to  his  fond  grand¬ 
son  Robert. 

We  have  not  the  date  of  the  birth  of  his  eldest  son,  Robert— hut 
judge  it  may  have  been  about  1640,  as  his  third  child  (Charles)  was 
horn  in  1644.  Robert,  we  suppose,  was  baptized  at  Colhnswell — as  were 
his  sons  Charles,  and  William  (of  Stokeinteignhead) — but  was  mar¬ 
ried  at  Stokeinteignhead*,  by  Rev.  Mr.  llill  (?)  to  Hellen  Langmead, 
on  September  17th,  1665.  They  had  one  son,  lilias,  baptized  at  Stoke¬ 
inteignhead  on  Nov.  3rd,  1666,  and  two  daughters. 

According  to  Rev.  Robert’s  will,  his  second  son,  George,  must  have 
been  rather  a  wild  and  wayward  child,  as  he  leaves  him  a  legacy  on 
provise  that  he  does  not  tamper  or  meddle  with  the  executor  of  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  will.  And  states,  “he  followeth  his  owne  will,  not  mine,  and  this 
must  he  my  wille,  and  not  his.” 

But  to  George’s  son,  Robert,  he  leaves  quite  a  literary  legacy — a 
“library”,  we  would  term  it — and  seems  to  consider  that  he  has  a 
brilliant  mind  and  will  amount  to  something  in  life.  Rev.  Robert  also 
.seems  fond  of  his  grandson,  George  (who,  we  judge  to  also  be  his 
son  George’s  son)  as  he  leaves  him  money  (20S)  “to  buy  his  first 
breeches,  doublett  &  coate  to  wear  upon  itt." 

‘NOTE  Sre  Stokeinteignhead  Records. 

(NOTE — Tn  all  likelihood.  Rev.  Robert  Ball  held  the  living'  of  Coffinswell  along  with 
that  of  Stoke -in-Teignhead  Parish.) 
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Of  his  third  child — his  son  Charles — he  evidently  thinks  most 
highly — and  makes  him  Executor  of  his  will.  He  lived  at  Chilsou — 
where  his  aunt  Julyan  Paddon  lived. 


CHARLES  PALL — (son  of  Rev.  Robert  Pall) 

h.  1644 


Jane  Mary 

(Bp.  Coffins-  Bp.  (Feb. 

well  June  18,  1691) 

26,  1076) 


Pap.  Coffinswell 
Sept.  5th,  1644 

Pd.  Coffinswell  Church 
April  7,  1704 
m.  Mary . 


(m.  Thos.  Street — 1707  (?)  ) 


Dorothy  Grace 

Charles 

Patience 

(Bp.  1693)  (Bp.  Dec.  16, 

(bp.  Jan. 

(Bp.  Dec.  12, 

1693) 

1696) 

1699)  m. 

V.  J 

(bd.  Feb. 

June  2,  1718 

(TWINS  ?) 

1696) 

at 

Coffinswell, 
Win.  Church- 

ward,  of 
Stoke 
Gabriel 

According  to  Charles’  will  (reign  of  Queen  Anne)  he  gives  the 
largest  share  of  his  money  to  his  eldest  daughter,  Jane — we  wonder  why 
she  inherited  more  than  his  other  three  daughters.  He  leaves  Jane 
"the  sum  of  four  score  pounds  of  lawfull  money  of  England” — that  in 
present  terms  of  our  money,  would  amount  to  (equal  to)  80  £ — $400.00. 
While  to  his  other  daughters  he  left  50  £  apiece.  He  seems  to  he  very 
fond  of  his  wife,  Mary,  and  makes  her  the  sole  Executor  of  his  will. 
His  daughter  Patience  (baptized  December  12,  1699)  married  at  Cof- 
hnswell  Church  June  2,  1718,  William  Churchward,  of  Stoke  Gabriel 
(probably  a  neighboring  Parish).  Charles  died  1704,  and  buried  at 
Coffinswell  Church  (where  he  was  baptized)  April  7,  1704. 

Dorothy — fourth  child  of  Rev.  RUPERT  PALL — married  John 
Bowden  (?).  His  other  daughters — Jane,  Plaunche  &  Grace,  are  the 
only  other  children  mentioned  in  his  will.  So,  that  leaves  three  (3) 
other  children  unmentioned  in  his  will,  and  also  his  step-son,  Capt. 
John  Coming. 


DEAN  AND  CHAPTER  COURT 

CHARLES  BALL — of  Coffinswell  Devon  Yeoman. 

Date  of  Will.  1704.  April.  4th. 

Proved  1704/5.  Feby.  15th. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD.  AMEN  and  the  Fourth  day  of  Aprill 
in  the  third  year  of  the  Reign  of  Our  Gracious  Sovereign  Lady  ANNE 
by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England.  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  Oueen, 
Defender  of  the  Faith  &c  Anno.  D.  1704. 

I  CHARLES  BALL  of  the  Parish  of  Coffinswell  in  the  County  of 
Devon,  Yeoman,  being  at  this  time  sick  and  weake  of  body  hut  of  sound 
and  perfect  mind  and  memory,  praise  be  therefore  given  to  Almighty 
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God  c]o  make  and  ordaine  this  my  present  last  will  and  Testament  in 
manner  and  forme  following,  viz. 

First  and  principally  I  commend  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God  hopeing  through  the  merits  death  and  passion  of  my  Sav¬ 
iour  Jesus  Christ  to  have  full  and  free  pardon  and  forgiveness  of  all 
my  sins  and  to  inherit  everlasting  Life  and  my  body  1  committ  to  a 
Christian  huriall  to  he  decently  buried  att  the  discretion  of  my  Execu¬ 
trix  hereafter  named. 

AND  as  touching  the  disposition  of  all  such  temporall  estate  and 
goods  as  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God  to  bestow  upon  me  I  GIVE  and 
dispose  thereof  as  followeth — 

First  I  will  that  all  my  debts  shall  he  paid  and  discharged  by  my 
Executrix  hereafter  named  before  any  legacy  shall  he  paid. 

ITEM  I  GIVE  and  bequeath  to  the  poor  of  the  Parish  of  Cof- 
finswell  10/s  to  be  distributed  amongst  them  to  whome  my  Executrix 
shall  see  htt. 

ITEM  I  GIVE  and  bequeath  to  my  eldest  daughter  JANE  the  sum 
of  four  score  pounds  lawfull  money  of  England  to  he  paid  unto  her 
att  the  age  of  five  and  twenty  years  old. 

I  GIVE  and  bequeath  unto  my  other  four  daughters  MARY, 
DOROTHY,  GRACE  and  PATIENCE  Fifty  pounds  apeece  to  them 
of  good  and  lawfull  money  of  Egland  to  he  paid  unto  them  att  the  age 

of  five  and  twenty  years  old  as  they  shall  accomplish  the  said  years 

and  not  before. 

AND  I  do  desire  and  appoint  my  well  beloved  friends  Philip 
Bennet  the  elder  of  Exon  and  John  Church  wood  of  Stock  Gabriel  and 
Henry  Full  of  Payington  (Paignton?)  or  the  survivor  or  survivors 
of  them  to  bee  Guardians  for  my  said  children  during  their  minority. 

ALL  THE  REST  and  residue  of  my  personal  estate  goods  and 
chattels  and  whatsoever  I  do  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  lowing  wife 

MARY  BALL  whome  I  do  hereby  make  and  ordain  my  whole  and 

sole  Executrix  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament.  IN  WITNESS 
whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seall  the  day  and  yeare  first 
above  written. 

(SI).)  CHARLES  BALL.  (In  educated  writing) 
(NOTE — The  wax  seal  is  the  impression  of  an  object  which  sembles 
a  growing  tree) 

Signed  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  HUGH  FINCH 

The  signe  of  John  Codner. 

The  signe  of  JANE  FRAYNE. 


In  Coffinswell,  Devon,  Register,  is  the  following : 

1690 —  Jane — d.  of  Mr.  Chas.  Ball  June  26 

1691 —  Mary — d.  of  Mr.  Charles  Ball  Feb.  18 

1693 — Dorothy,  Grace — dd.  of  Mr.  Charles  Ball  Dec.  14 
1696 — Charles — s.  of  Mr.  CHARLES  BALL  Jan  21 
1699 — Patience — d.  of  Mr.  Chas.  Ball  Dec.  12 

( Baptisms) 


In  the  above  Register,  Charles  Ball  is  described  as  “Mr.”  Charles 
Ball — this  shows  his  rank  and  that  he  was  evidently  much  respected. 
The  title  “Yeoman”  in  that  day  often  implied  what  in  England  is 
styled  a  “gentleman  farmer”. 
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Now,  as  to  Capt.  John  Coming  (step-son  of  Rev.  Robert  Ball),  and 
William  Ball,  son  of  Rev.  Robert  Ball,  Vicar.  Neither  of  these  are 
mentioned  in  his  will,  as  we  before  stated,  and  no  record  on  family 
or  Church  registers  can  we  find  of  Capt.  Coming.  But  we  have  the 
name  of  WILLIAM  Ball  (son  of  Rev.  Robert)  on  both  Church  and 
family  records  in  England* — and  in  family  records  of  our  South  Caro¬ 
lina  branch  of  the  Ball  family  (record  of  Win.  Ball’s  great-grandson, 
John  Ball,  Sr.,  of  Kensington  Plantation)*. 


The  above-named  WILLIAM  BALL,  son  of  Rev.  Robert  Ball,  of 
St.  Mary  Church,  Devon,  lived  in  the  Parish  of  Stoke-in-Teignhead*, 
Devon, — a  charming,  quaint,  little  country  village,  with  a  fine  Church. 
Manv  of  the  houses  there  still  have  thatched  roofs,  and  some  date  back 
as  far  as  1415  (Battle  of  Agincourt).  The  village  is  still  standing,  but 
no  one  by  the  name  of  BALL  now  lives  there.  A  recent  visitor  to  that 
place  states  that  everyone  there  had  heard  of  the  BALL  family,  and 
state  that  the  name  of  BALL  is  well  known,  and  respected  everywhere. 
There  are  many  of  that  name  in  the  neighboring  Parishes  and  country¬ 
side. 


The  Records  of  the  Parish  of  Stoke-in-Teignhead  have  been  care¬ 
fully  preserved,  and  date  back  to  1538  (Reign  of  Henry  VIII). 


We  know  from  our  family  records  of  the  Cooper  River  (South 
Carolina)  Balls,  that  William  I.’s  wife  was  Mary  (John  Ball,  his  gt. 
grandson,  of  Kensington  Plantation,  states:  “My  Grandfather,  KL1AS 
BALL,  was  the  son  of  William  Ball,  of  Devon,  farmer,  and  Mary  his 
wife.”), — but  can  find  no  mention  of  her  in  the  records  in  England-  As 
his  name  is  on  the  Will  and  Adm.  Records  of  Coffinswell  Church,  it 
might  be  either  this  Church  or  that  of  Stokeinteignhead  of  which  he 
was  Churchwarden  in  1085.  He  was  buried  at  Stoke-in-Teignhead, 
May  14,  1692. 

We  know  the  names  of  four  of  his  children  (but  do  not  know'  if 
these  were  all  that  he  had)*: 


I.  WILLIAM— b.  1665.  2.  HELLING— b.  1671.  3.  ED¬ 
WARD  b.  1673.  4.  ELIAS— b-  1676.  (Emigrant) 

In  Register  of  Wills,  at  Coffinswell  Parish,  (Consistory  of  Dean 
&  Chapter  1549 — 1838)  are  the  following: — 


(d)  1692 — BALL,  William  A 

1704 —  do  Charles  W 

1713 —  do  Blanch  W 

1740—  do  Wm.  W 

1792 —  do  Wm.  W 

1815 —  do  Wm-  W 


1  ( NOTE — Stokeinteignhead  Parish  Re*,'.,  and  Ball  Family  Chart  sent  me  by  William 
Ball,  of  Torquay,  Devon,  England  (  1934) — N.S.B.) 

2  (NOTE— See  “RECOLLECTIONS  OF  THE  BALL  FAMILY  OF  SOCT1I  CARO¬ 
LINA”,  by  Anne  Simons  Deas. ) 


3  (NOTE — Pronounced  •'Stockintinny ”  in  Devonshire  dialect). 

4  (NOTE— From  Ball  Family  chart  of  William  Ball,  of  Torquay,  Devon.  England, 


1934). 
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At  Cockington,  the  Records  of  the  Prerogatory  Court — W — men¬ 
tions  the  will  of  1617 — HAL.  Robert.  Merchant. 

Also  in  the  Coffinswell  Register,  Devon: — 

Bp.  HELLING— d.  of  Win.  Ball  of  DACKCOMBE— August.  31.  1671 

EDWARD — s.  of  Win.  Ball  of  Dackcomlie — December.  26.  1673 

ELIAS - s.  of  ”  —October.  13.  1676 

DEVON,  COURT  OF  DEAN  &  CHAPTER — 

1692 — May  30 

Administration  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  WILLIAM  BALL 
late  of  the  Parish  of  Coffinswell.  Win.  Ball  of  Coffinswell.  Taylor,  (son 
of  the  deceased),  Executor — N  John  Drew,  husbandman  Bondsman  to 
the  Administration — Administration  granted  near  Ashburton,  Devon. 

(Accompanying  this  Administration  document  is  the  following  in¬ 
ventory.) 

1692.  May.  30. 

An  inventory  of  all  N  singular  goods  and  chattels  of  WILLIAM 
BALL  of  the  Parish  of  Coffinswell  late  deceased.  Taken  and  prized  by  us 
Charles  Bale  (or  Ball)  &  John  Drew. 

£  S  d 


2. 

2 

T. 

2. 

9 


9 


6. 


7. 


0. 

10. 

0. 

15. 

10. 

14. 

10. 

6. 


0. 

13. 

12. 

6. 

8. 

0. 

5. 

0. 


0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

8. 


His  wareing  aprill - 
Twelve  sheep. 

Ten  lambs. 

One  heifer  &  calve. 

1  Old  mare  &  coalt. 

PJis  swine  hoggs. 

One  brass  pot- 
1  Brass  pan  &  kettle, 
and  one  dish. 

I  bed  performed. 

Four  (?)  old  chestes. 

Four  old  hogsheads. 

1  table  hoard  &  forme. 

I  par  of  harras,  shovel  &  mattock. 

His  corn  in  the  ground- 
Things  forgotten  and  not  prized. 

A  chattell  lease  upon  an  old  life  of  one,  afield. 

Total  £29.  1.  3. 

Signed  by  the  above-named  Charles  Ball  in  very  educated  handwrit¬ 
ing,  &  also  by  John  Drew.  (J.  C.) 


0. 

4. 

0. 

0. 

9. 

0. 

6. 

0. 
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WILL  TAM  BALL,  I.,  according  to  his  will,  must  have  been  a  very 
poor  man, — and  we  wonder  why  no  mention  is  made  of  him  in  his  father’s 
will; — hut,  neither  is  any  mention  made  in  this  WILLIAM’S  will  of  any 
of  his  (four)  children. 


1 1  is  children  were 


2.  HELLING— 
Bp.  Aug.  31,  1671 
cl.  1678 


3.  EDWARD 
b.  1673 

bp.  Coffins  well, 
Dec.  26,  1673 

cl . . . 


4.  ELIAS 
b.  1676 

bp.  Coffinswell, 
Oct.  13,  1676 
Came  to  Carolina 
about  1694 


1.  WILLIAM  II. 
b.  1665 
bp.  Coffinswell, 

Aug.  10,  1665 
m — (Feb.  6,  1699) 

Wilmoti  Sampson 
(d.  1703) 
m — (2nd ) -Mary 
Venning  (in  1705) 

(d.  1755) 
d.  Nov.  1739— 
bd.  Coffinswell 
Church 

WILLIAM  BALL  II.  (“taylor” — as  listed  in  his  will),  was  horn 
1665,  and  Baptized  at  Coffinswell  Church,  August  10th,  1665,  and  the 
family  was  still  evidently  claiming  Coffinswell  as  their  Mother  Parish, 
for  so  many  of  them  are  on  record  as  having  been  Christened  there. 
WILLIAM  II.’s  grandfather,  Rev.  Robert  Ball  was  still  living  when 
this  William  was  Baptized,  and  if  Rev.  Robert  was  the  Rector  of  Cof¬ 
finswell  (in  addition  to  St.Marychurch) ,  we  can  see  that  it  would  he 
very  natural  for  the  family  to  be  Baptized  by  him  in  that  Parish  Church. 
William  also,  was  evidently  quite  a  Churchman  and  well  thought  of  as 
seen  by  the  following: — lie  was  Clerk  of  Coffinswell  Church  1718-1739 
(48  years  old  at  the  time),  and  Churchwarden  in  1733-35-37  (68  vears 
old). 

WILLIAM  II.  married  twice, — his  first  wife  being  Wilmoti  Samp¬ 
son,  whom  he  married  (when  he  was  thirty-four  years  old)  on  February 

6,  1699.  She  died  in  1703,  and  was  buried  at  Coffinswell  Church,  Aug¬ 
ust  6th,  1703.  Plis  second  wife  was  Mary  Yenning,  whom  he  married 
on  November  2,  1705, — and  she  died  in  1755,  and  was  buried  November 

7,  1755.  She  outlived  William,  who  was  buried  in  November  1739,  in 
Coffinswell  Church, — aged  74  yrs.  They  had  five  children  (all  sons)  : — 
William,  Edward,  Robert,  ELIAS,  George  (of  whom  anon).  This  is 
all  that  we  know  of  WILLIAM  BALL  II — "(except  the  famous  saying 
about  him  written  later  by  his  great-nephew,  John  Ball,  of  Kensington, 
when  sent  for  to  come  over  to  America  to  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Affra  Coming). 

WILL  I  AIM  I.’s  second  child  was  HELLING  (Eleanor  ?)—  on  the 
records  as  daughter  of  Win.  Ball  of  Dackcombe.  She,  too,  was  baptized 
at  Coffinswell, — on  August  31.  1671,  and  died  in  1678.  The  3rd  child 
of  Wm.  I.,  was  Edward,  “son  of  Wm.  of  Dackcombe”,  and  Baptized  at 
Coffinswell,  December  26,  1673. 

.  The  4th  child  of  WILLIAM  BALL  I.,  was  ELIAS,- — our  Emigrant 
ancestor  “Red  Cap”,  “who  came  to  Carolina  about  1694”.  He  was  born 
in  1676,  and  Baptized  at  Coffinswell.  October  13,  1676,  which  record 
states  that  he  was  “Elias,  son  of  Wm.  Ball”.  He  (as  his  grandson  John 
Ball,  of  Kensington  Plantation,  South  Carolina,  writes,  “Came  to  Caro¬ 
lina  at  the  request  of  his  uncle  John  Coming,  in  the  stead  of  his  brother 
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YVILtlAM  •  ‘who,  being  afraid  to  brave  the  wilds  of  America,  stayed, 
but  his  brother,  ELIAS,  being  a  daring  youth,  came  in  his  stead.” 

As  his  father  died  in  1692.  ELIAS  (1st)  must  have  come  over 
about  two  years  after  his  father’s  death.  And  Elias’  brother  William 
must  have  been  about  30  years  old.  Our  South  Carolina  record  (quot¬ 
ing  again  from  his  grandson  John  Ball)  states:  ‘‘Elias  Ball  was  the  son 
of  Wm.  Ball,  of  Stoke-in-Teignhead,  Devon,  farmer,  and  Mary  his  wife.” 

We  wonder  how  Elias  Ball  spent  his  boyhood  days, — probably  roll¬ 
ing  hoop  down  the  fascinating  lanes  of  the  fascinating  little  English  vil¬ 
lage  with  its  thatched  stone  cottages;  climbing  the  apple-trees  (for  which 
England  is  so  renowned,  and  in  which  "Stockintinny” — so  pronounced 
in  Devon — seems  to  abound),  and  spinning  tops  with  the  other  boys  of 
the  village ;  playing  out  on  the  Devon  moors,  amid  the  gorse  and  heather ; 
going  to  the  Stokeinteignhead  Church  on  Sundays  with  his  father  and 


brother;  going  down  to  the  River  Teign,  and  nearby  ports  of  Torquay 
and  Teignmouth  to  see  the  big  sailing  schooners  come  in  and  go  from 
port,  and  listen  to  the  many  thrilling  yarns  and  sea-stories  of  the  sailors 
and  no  doubt  wishing  that  some  day  he,  too,  could  he  a  sailor  and  visit 
the  many  far-off-lands!  At  Christmas-time  he  no  doubt  helped  bring  in 
the  Yule  log, — the  age-old  English  custom  that  has  meant  so  much  to 
many  hearts  and  added  sparkling  merriment  to  many  an  English  fireside. 
And  for  Christmas  dinner  there  was  the  roast  goose  (or,  perhaps  some¬ 
time  it  was  the  Boar’s  head),  and  the  Christmas  pudding  and  ale  (or  cid¬ 
er,  for  which  Devon  is  noted,)  without  which  no  English  Christmas 
dinner  would  be  complete. 


This  Elias  doubtless  wanted  to  go  to  sea,  as  his  uncle  Capt.  John 
Coming  had  done,  and  anxious  for  an  opportunity  to  go  to  America,  and 
to  visit  his  uncle  and  aunt  ( Capt.  Coming  and  Affra  his  wife)  at  their 
home  at  Comingtee  Plantation  in  (South)  Carolina  on  the  Cooper  River. 
So,  when  the  letter  came  from  them  asking  for  their  nephew  William 
Ball  to  come  over  (he  being  the  eldest)  and  help  with  the  estate  (the 
Comings  having  no  children  and  so  no  heirs),  and  William  not  desiring 
to  leave  his  home  in  England  and  settle  in  a  strange  and  wild  country, 
this  “daring  youth”  ELIAS,  apparently  eagerly  volunteered  to  come  in 
his  stead ! 


This  little  village  of  Stoke-in-Teignhead,  and  his  old  home,  strange 
to  say  is  not  referred  to  as  such  in  any  papers  or  letters  of  ELIAS  L,  nor 
does  he  mention  anv  of  his  family  there,  whom  he  left  behind  to  come  to 
America, — not  even  in  his  will  ! 

He  probably  sailed  from  Teignmouth  or  Dartmouth,  as  Torquay 
at  that  time  was  only  a  little  fishing  village. 


NOTE  1  —  T ii  South  Carolina  the  name  ELIAS  HALL  has  been  handed  diwn  through 
the  generations  to  my  brother  who  is  the  fourteenth  of  that  name.  (X.S.H. ) 

NOTE  2 — The  name  of  Capt.  Coming  has  been  perpetuated  in  the  Mall  family  as  is 
•evidenced  bv  tlm  fact  that  there  have  been  ten  of  t  lie  name  JOHN  COM  INC  Hall  and  one 
COMING  HALL  Gibbs.  (N.S.IL) 
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STQKE-IN-TE1GNHEAD — DEVON,  ENGLAND 

While  the  names  of  WILLIAM  BALL  I.,  and  his  son  ELIAS 
BALL  I.  (Emigrant),  are  always  associated  with  the  village  of  Stoke- 
in-Teignhead, — that  little  gem  nestled  among  the  Devon  hills,  w  here  the 
soil  is  red  and  very  fertile,  where  snow  seldom  falls,  and  which  is  only 
a  few  miles  from  the  sea;  where  the  quaint  old  “cob”  cottages  with  their 
thatched  roofs  and  wattling  walls  still  stand, — the  names  of  WILLIAM 
BALL  II.  (our  Emigrant’s  brother)  and  his  children  and  grandchildren 
seem  to  he  associated  with  the  Parish  of  Cotfinswell,  Devon,  (a  neighbor¬ 
ing  Parish).  The  Stoke-in-Teignhead  Parish  Church  is  quite  an  old 
Church,  and  well-know  n  families  were  among  the  worshippers  there,  as 
evidenced  by  the  family  hatchments  with  their  various  coats-ot-arnis, 
seen  adorning  its  walls.  Its  Parish  Registers  (as  before  stated)  date 
back  to  1538, — although  many  have  now  disappeared,  owing  to  mice, 
fire,  wars,  mildew',  etc.  The  village,  itself,  dates  back  further  than  1400. 

Other  Parishes  bordering  on  Stoke-in-Teignhead,  are:  St.  Nicho- 
las  (Shaldon),  Comhe-in-Teignhead,  Haccombe,  Cotfinswell,  and  King- 
kerswell,- — all  these  in  Devon. 


i.J  /.  A  ■ •  A'd 
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Rev.  Robert  Ball — (Vicar) 

St.  Marychurch,  Devon 
(m.  Mary  Huchenson) 
in.  2nd.  The  Widow  Coming 

I 

WILLIAM  BALL  I.  (farmer) 

(m.  Mary _ ) 

Stoke-in-Teignhead,  Devon 


WILLIAM  II.  ELIAS  I.  (Emigrant) 

b.  1665  b.  1676 

d.  1739 

Bd.  Coffinswell  Church 
m.  1-Wilmoti  Sampson 
m.  2. — Mary  Venning 


WILLIAM  III. 

Edward 

Robert 

Elias 

George 

b.  1706 

b.  1708 

b.  mo 

b.  1713 

b.  1716 

d.  1790 

bp.  Coffinswell 

bp.  Cffnswl. 

bp.Cfwl.  Ch. 

bp.  3-7-1716 

m.  Mary  Husay 

10-15-1708 

1-19-1710 

9-6-1713 

d.  1737 

bd.  Cffnswl.  bd.  Cffnswl.  Ch. 

Ch.  (age  (age  21  yrs.) 

20  yrs.) 


There  is  a  record  of  an  Elias  Ball,  buried  at  Exeter,  in  the  Cathedral 
Close,  in  1774, — perhaps  it  was  the  above  mentioned  one  (son  of  William 
II.),  aged  55  yrs. 


WILLIAM  BALL  II. 
m.  Mary  Venning 


WILLIAM  III. 
b.  1706 
d.  1790 

m.  Mary  Unsay 


3  children 

(Mary,  Elizabeth,  WILLIAM  IV.) 

The  only  record  we  can  find  of  WILLIAM  BALL  HI.  (son  of 
\\  m.  II.  and  Mary  Yenning)  is  the  following:  b.  1706,  and  Baptized  at 
Coffinswell,  December  19,  1706.  l  ie  was, — as  were  his  father  and  grand¬ 
father — a  man  of  high  standing  in  the  Church,  as  shown  by  his  record 
of  Churchwarden:  in  1746  (when  40  yrs.  old),  '60-62-63-65  (when  59 
yrs.  old.)  He  died  in  1790.  aged  84  years.  He  married  July  4,  1739 
(at  the  age  of  33  yrs.),  Mary  Husay  (she  died  in  1755,  and  was  buried  at 
Coffinswell  Church),  by  whom  he  had  three  children:  Mary ,  b.  1739 
(bp.  Coffinswell)  ;  Elizabeth,  b.  1740,  bp.  August  13,  1740;  buried,  No¬ 
vember  2.  1764  (aged  24  years),  WILLIAM  IV. — b.  1743,  d.  1792.  and 
married  twice. 
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WILLIAM  IV., — 1).  1743,  bp.  Coffinswell,  April  8.  1743;  d.  March 
19,  1792  (aged  49  years).  He  married  first  (at  age  of  25  vrs.), — on  Feb¬ 
ruary  16,  1767,  Elizabeth  A 1  ward*,  of  St.  Marycluirch  (Parish  of  Wil¬ 
liam  IV's  gt.gt.gf.  Rev.  Kobt.  Ball, — Vicar). 

He  married — 2nd — November  15,  1776,  at  Coffinswell  (at  age  of 
33  yrs.) — the  year  of  the  American  Revolution — Mary  Codner*.  They 
had  seven  children. 


WILLIAM  IV. 

h.  1743 
d.  1792 

m.  1st — Elizabeth  A 1  ward 
m.  2nd — Marv  Codner 


Elizabeth 
b.  1777 
b]).  Sept. 
18,  1777 


William 
b.  1779 
bp.  Cffswl. 
1-21-1779 


WILLIAM  Susannah 


V. 

b.  1780 
cl.  1815 
m.  Marv — 


Codner 
b.  1782 
bp.  2-21- 
1782 


ELIAS 
b.  1783  bp. 
12-26-1783 


Mary 
b.  1786 
bp.  4-13 
1786 

d.  7-21-1836 


Jane 
b.  1788 
bp.  5-29- 
1788 


WILLIAM  BALL  IV. 
m-  1st — Eliz.  Alward 
m.  2nd. — Mary  Codner 

.*  I 

WILLIAM  V.  (m.  Mary—) 


Mary  laekson  Eliza 
b.  1807  bp.  11-16-1809 
bp.  12-10-1807 


Agnes 


Susanna 
Codner  bp.  11-16-1813 
bp.  1-12-1812 


WILLIAM  VI. 
d.  1830 
in. 


Whitewa  y 


WILLIAM  V.  (3rd  child  of  Win.  I V  and  Mary  Codner, — the  2nd 
child  was  also  named  William,  but  evidently  died  young,  as  this  3rd  child 
also  has  the  same  name)  was  born  in  1780,  bp.  January  30,  1780,  and  died 
April  14,  1815,  at  the  age  of  35  years.  He  married  in  1800  (at  age  ot 
20  yrs.),  his  wife  also  was  named  Mary,— but  we  have  not  been  able  to 
find  out  her  maiden  name.  (  1  lis  sister  Mary,  lived  to  he  50  yrs.  old). 

They  had  five  (5)  children : — MARY  JACKSON,  b.  1807.  bp. 
December  10,  1807;  2.  ELIZA,— bp.  November  16,  1809;  3.  SUSAN¬ 
NA  CODNER, — bp.  Januarv  12,  1812;  4.  AGNES,  bp.  November  16, 
1813;  5.  WILLIAM  VI.— cl  1830,  at  age  of  30  vears. 


*(NOTE  Collinswell  Records:  1 7 (»7  HALL.  William  tu  Eliz.  Alward  of  St.  .Mary¬ 
cluirch.  Licence.  Witnesses:  Janies  Shenley  \  Julm  C  ocking  2. 1  <>  I 

-(NOTE  1776  - HALL,  \VM.,  wid.  (mver )  to  Mary  Codner.  Licence.  Witnesses:  Riclid. 
Codner  &  John  Hartley  15.  Nov.) 
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WILLIAM  VI. 

cl.  1830 

m.  Mary  Whiteway 


WILLIAM  VII. 
1).  1830 

m.  Susan  Cock rcm 
(1.  1919 


WII.UAM 
VIII. 
b.  1859 
(Torquay) 
m. 

Edith 

Moore 


Rev. 

Frederick 
b.  1862 
d.  1934 


Chaplain) 

m. 

Eva 

Alexander 


Mark 
Whiteway 
b.  1867 
d.  1939 
m.  Edith 
Crosby 


Elizabeth 
m.  M.  G. 
F.  Habre 
(of  Here¬ 
ford  ) 


Mildred 

m. 

H.  P. 
Buhner 
(Hereford) 


Marion 


Gertrude 
May 
d.  1940 


WILLIAM  VI.,  cl.  1830,  married  Mary  Whiteway, — one  son  Win. 
VII. — only  child  (?). 

WILLIAM  VII.,  1).  1830,  d.  1919.  Married,  in  1858,  Susan  Cock- 
rein,  of  Washbourne  Farm,  Totnes,  Devon.  They  had  eleven  children, — 
but  have  been  able  to  obtain  the  names  of  only  seven  of  these,  as  above: — 
1.  WILLIAM  VIII. — b.  June,  1859,  and  married  1883,  Kclith 
Moore — (of  whom  more  anon).  2.  Rev.  Frederick  Ball, — b.  1862, 
d.  1934;  3.  Mark  Whiteway,— b.  1867,  d.  1939;  4.  Elizabeth,  m. 

M.  G-  F.  Habre;  5.  Mildred — m.  II.  P.  Buhner;  6.  Marion;  7.  Gert¬ 
rude  Mav — cl.  1940. 

2nd  child  of  WILLIAM  VII  and  Susan  Cockrem— Rev.  FREDER¬ 
ICK  BALL,  of  Dawlish,  Devonshire,  was  a  Church  of  England  Clergy¬ 
man.  He  was  born  in  1862.  Attended  Oxford  University  (Exeter  Col¬ 
lege),  where  lie  entered  ( )ctober  20,  1881,  at  age  of  19  years,  and  received 
his  B.  A.  Degree  there  in  1885.  I  le  is  listed  as  “BALL,  Rev.  Frederick. 
2.  son  of  Wm.  Ball  of  Torquay.  Devon.  Gentleman.”  He  was  a 
Chaplain  in  the  British  Xavv  in  the  Great  M  ar  of  1914-1918,  and  a  Nav¬ 
al  Instructor.  Also  was  the  author  of  “Ball's  Navigation  Tables”,  which 
book  is  highly  thought  of  and  used  by  the  British  Government. 

On  his  retirement,  after  the  Great  W  ar,  Rev.  Frederick  Ball  was 
given  the  Rectory  of  Warke-on-Tyne.  and  an  Admiralty  living. 

lie  married  Eva  Alexander,  and  their  two  sons  are:  1.  Vernon 
(Yeovil  School  Proprietor, — near  Bristol,  England),  and  2.  David  (m. 
Elizabeth  (Bartlett?),  who  resides  in  Lima,  Peru.* 

Rev.  Frederick  Ball,  known  as  “the  Saint  of  Dawlish”,  died  at  that 
'place  in  Februarv  1934  (Dawlish  is  12  miles  from  Stokeinteignhead) . 
The  Mid-Devon  Times  (2-9-1934)  gives  this  notice  of  his  death  : 

“The  death  took  place  at  Brooklands.  Dawlish,  on  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing,  of  Rev.  F.  Ball,  ex-R.X.  Deceased,  aged  71,  rendered  valuable 


*(NOTE  Recently  moved  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  the  author  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  them.-  (N.S.ll.  March  19-42).  Now  hack  in  England.  (N.S.B.  May  1944.) 
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assistance  to  the  local  Clergy.  He  was  for  many  years  a  Manager  of  the 
local  Schools.  Deceased  leaves  a  widow  and  two  sons,  with  whom  much 
sympathy  is  expressed.” 

The  3rd  child  of  WILLIAM  VII  and  Susan  Cockrem, — MARK 
WHITEWAY  HALL,  was  born  in  1867,  and  according  to  his  brother 
William,  was  the  Genealogist  of  the  family.  He  lived  at  Xewherry,  Berk¬ 
shire,  and  was  formerly  and  for  some  years  Master  of  the  Haldon  Har¬ 
riers,  and  (according  to  his  brother  William)  “they  never  had  a  more 
popular  master,  and  was  quite  a  favorite  among  the  farmers  over  whose 
lands  they  hunted.”  He  married  Edith  Crosby,  and  they  had  one  son, 
Valentine,  (so  named  as  he  was  born  on  a  Valentine’s  Day).  Mark 
W  hiteway  Ball  died  in  December,  1939,  at  the  age  of  72  years- 

The  4th  child  of  WILLIAM  VII  and  Susan  Cockrem, — ELIZA¬ 
BETH  BALL,  married  M.G.F.  Habre,  whose  daughter  MOLLY,  mar¬ 
ried  the  Organist  of  Hereford  Cathedral. 

The  5th  child  of  WILLIAM  VII  and  Susan  Cockrem. — MILDRED 
BALL,  married  II.  P.  Bulmer  (original  owner  of  the  famous  Bulmer 
Cider  Eactorv.  in  Devon),  and  tliev  live  in  Hereford. 

The  7th  child  of  WILUA.Vf  VII  and  Susan  Cockrem,— GER¬ 
TRUDE  MAY  BALL,  lived  part  time  at  Torquay,  and  partly  at  Here¬ 
ford  where  she  belonged  to  a  music  club  and  played  in  an  orchestra. 
After  the  breaking  out  of  the  present  war,  she  went  into  the  Canteen 
Service,  in  which  she  was  engaged  at  the  time  of  her  death, — December 
1940. 


WILLIAM  VIII. 
b.  6/1859 
(Torquay) 
m.  1883 
Edith  Moore 


1 , 

\\  m.  Francis 

1 

Henry 

.  1 

Richard 

1 

Mark 

1 

Robert 

! 

Edward 

1  1 

Mary  Edith 

Maj.  in 

Frederick 

d.  in  (it. 

d.  in  (It. 

1).  1889 

h.  1901 

d.  19.1J  Marjorie 

Devon  Regt. 

(Won  Military 

War 

War 

d.  1916 

Lillian 

(.(it.  War — 

Cross  in  (it. 

(19 14-’ 18) 

(19 14-’ 18) 

b.  190.1 

1914  ’18) 

War) 

r.ieut.  in 

R.  E.  Lieut. 

Wounded  at 

Ill. 

Worcester 

(40th  Div.) 

1’aschendale 

Anieen 

Regt. 

1917 

Hodgson 

in.  Kathleen 

1 

White 

Richard  Win. 

1 

Nancy 

Joan 

Mark 

WILLIAM  VIII.,  eldest  child  of  William  Ball  VIL,  and  Susan 
Cockrem,  was  born  June,  1859.  He  married,  in  1883,  Edith  Moore, — 
(her  father  was  a  lawyer  in  Sunderland,  but  their  family  was  originally 
from  Yorkshire, — yeomen.)  They  had  been  married  for  49  years,  when 
she  died,  in  1932.  They  had  eight  children  : — 1.  WILLIAM  FRAN¬ 
CIS,  (really  William  IX.,  but  his  father  and  grandfather,  both.  William, 
were  still  living, — his  father  was  still  William,  Jr.,  at  the  age  of  60  yrs. ! 
— so  the  name  Francis  was  added  so  it  would  be  less  confusing).  Ibis 
Frank  (as  he  is  called)  was  in  the  Indian  Civil  Service,  from  which  he 
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left  to  serve  in  the  Great  War  (1914-1918)  and  was  a  Major  in  a  Devon¬ 
shire  Regt.,  and  wounded  at  Paschcndale ;  went  hack  to  the  Indian  Ser¬ 
vice  after  the  War;  his  wife  is  Kathleen  (White)  ;  they  have  one  child, 
a  daughter, — JOAN.  2.  HENRY  FREDERICK, — he,  too,  was  in 
the  Great  W  ar-,  and  served  in  Mesopotamia,  where  he  won  the  Military 
Cross;  he  married  an  Irish  girl, — Ameen  Hodgson,  and  their  three  chil¬ 
dren  are: — Richard  William,  Nancy,  and  Mark  (the  boys  being  named 
after  their  uncles  who  died  in  the  Gt.  War).  3.  RICHARD, — he 
served  in  the  Gt.  War,  and  was  a  Lieut,  in  a  W  orcester  Regiment, — and 
died  for  his  country.  4.  MARK, — he  served  in  the  Great  W  ar,  was  an 
R.  E.  Lieut,  in  the  40th  Division, — and  he,  too,  gave  his  life  for  his  coun¬ 
try.  5.  ROBERT, — b.  1899,  and  d.  1916, — aged  17  yrs.  6.  ED- 
W'ARD. — b.  1901,  (his  father  being  the  Mavor  of  Torquav  at  that  time). 
7.  MARY, — d.  1932.  8.  EDITH  MARJORIE  LILLIAN,  b.  1903. 
W  illiam  \  III.  states  that  his  sons  are  over  age  for  the  Service  in  this 
present  Conflict,*  but  are  in  the  Defense  Force,  and  his  daughter,  Mar¬ 
jorie,  is  keeping  the  house  for  him  and  working  in  War  Work  at  the 
Hospital  in  afternoons. 

*  (NOTE— January,  1942). 

Whlliam  YIII.  for  many  years  (1912-1924) — now  retired,  was  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Peace,  in  Torquay.  Following  true  Ball  tradition,  lie,  too, 
was  Churchwarden, — as  were  so  many  of  his  predecessors  and  attends 
the  old  familv  Church  of  his  gt-gt-gt-gt-gt-gt  grandfather.  Rev.  Robert 
Ball,  Vicar,  St.  Marychurch.  Devon. 

He  was  also  Mayor  of  Torquay,  in  1900, — and  states  that  each 
Mayor  wears  the  Chain  of  Office  and  adds,  as  his  link  in  the  Chain,  a 
medallion  on  which  is  inscribed  his  family  crest.  W  illiam  Balk  A  ITT. 
further  states  that  his  Crest  (which  he  used  only  in  his  Official  capacity) 
is  an  Arm  holding  a  fire-ball.*  He  also  adds  this  interesting  item: — 
that  if  any  Mayor  has  a  child  born  to  him  while  he  is  in  Office,  he  is  (ac¬ 
cording  to  custom)  presented,  by  the  Town  Council,  with  a  small  silver 
cradle!  But  William  Ball — having  a  son  (Edward,  b.  1901)  born  to 
him  while  Mayor,  and  not  wishing  the  silver  cradle — told  the  authori¬ 
ties  he  would  prefer  a  silver  salver! — So,  they  complied  with  his  wishes, 
and  gave  him  the  salver,  on  which  w  as  engraved  a  cradle  ! 

It  was  also  during  his  term  as  Mavor  of  Torquay  that  Queen  Vic¬ 
toria  died,  and  he  had  the  honor  of  proclaiming  Edward  \  IT.  as  King  of 
England  ! 

A  Devonshire  newspaper  refers  to  the  BALL  family  in  these  terms'. 
— -“Torquay’s  Oldest  Familv. — the  Honoured  House  of  BALL.” 

William  Ball  states  that  the  earliest  record  of  the  family  that  they 
can  find  is  1400 — “when  we  were  Yeomen  of  substance,  occupying  farm 
at  Axminster,  Devon,  (“Ball’s  Farm”). — still  known  as  Ball’s  Hayes.” 
And  mention  of  a  Vhlliam  Ball,  merchant,  1614.  whose  will  mentions 
*  sons  Robert,  Thomas,  and  Nicolas. 

He  remembers  being  taken  to  Brixham  by  his  father  the  day  after 
the  historic  storm  of  1866.  And  remembers,  too,  when  one  had  to  pay 
to  get  out  of  Torquav  (toll-keepers  cottage  there). 

*(Note  that  Crest  is  same  as  that  of  Nicholas  Ball,  1450.  See  Ad¬ 
denda.) 
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He  is  quite  a  boatman,  and  he  and  his  father  went  into  the  shipping* 
business  together,  and  he  has  own  little  boat.  And,  although  quite  an 
old  man,  still  belongs  to  a  Chess  Club,  which  he  seems  to  enjoy  very  much. 

f  ie  seems  quite  interested  in  being  in  touch  with  us  American  Halls 
— his  American  cousins — (of  whose  existence  he  apparently  knew  no¬ 
thing). 

The  following  are  from  letters  of  WILLIAM  BALL  VIII.  to  his 
“American  Cousin — 

“From  the  time  of  Lev.  ROBERT  BALL  (Vicar  of  vSt.  Mary- 
clntrch,  Devon,  1620-1670),  our  people  were  Yeomen  farmers  on  their 
own  land,  quite  steady  going  people  who  minded  their  own  business  and 
did  not  worry  about  outside  affairs.  My  father  and  I  launched  out  into 
shipping  and  gave  up  farming.” 

“Our  farm  was  at  Daccombe,  and  descended  to  us  from  Rev.  Robert 
Ball, — and  sold  in  1840.” 

"The  line  of  William  Balls  go  hack  for  about  200  years.  Many  of 
the  Williams  married  Marys.” 

“We  have  no  record  here  of  ELIAS  BALL  beyond  what  was  on  my 
brother’s  chart  we  sent  to  you.  I  expect  communication  was  not  so  easy 
then  as  it  is  now,  and  anv  of  the  family  who  emigrated  got  out  of  touch.” 

“I  motored  through  Stokeinteignhead  a  week  ago  (10,18),  and  the 
old  “cob”  cottages  and  out  houses  that  were  there  in  the  “Emigrant's” 
time  are  many  of  them  still  standing,  though  some  are  crumbling  away 
for  lack  of  repairs.  “Cob”  is  a  method  of  construction  consisting  of 
thick  mud  walls,  about  3  ft.  thick  and  thatched.  They  mix  straw  with  the 
mud  to  hind  it,  and  it  is  said  that  in  some  parts  the  straw  was  reaped  be¬ 
fore  the  battle  of  Agincourl  (1415),  so  you  see  what  a  mouldy  old  lot 
we  are.” 

“We  have  a  lot  of  hedgerow  trees  in  Devon,  mostly  elm,  and  it  is  of 
course  a  very  good  climate  for  ornamental  trees  and  flowering  shrubs. 
Snow  seldom  falls  in  Torquay  or  S.  I.  4'.”* 

“We  don't  suffer  from  want  of  food  (in  these  War  days),*  but  they 
have  forbidden  farmers  to  sell  Devonshire  cream,  as  they  want  the  butter.” 

“Your  Cousin  several  times  removed, — 

(Signed)  Win.  BALL” 


*(NOTE — S-T-T  : — Abbreviation  for  Stoke-in-Tciynhead.) 
'(NOTE  — 1941. — N.S.H. ). 
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ADDENDA 

(Notes  l>y  Record-Searcher) 

Parishes  bordering  on  STOKE-IN-TEK LXHEAD 
ST.  NICHOLAS—  (Shaldon) 

COMBE-LN-TEIOATHEAD 
1 1  ACCOM  151% 

COFFIN  SWELL 
KIXCKKkSWKLL 

ARMS  of  NICHOLAS  PALL — (1450):  Ar.  on  a  chevron  sable 
between  3  fireballs  ppr.  a  martlett  or-for  difference. 

Crest: — An  arm  erect,  in  the  hand  a  fireball  ppr. 

(The  Palls  were  a  notable  family  in  Devon.  R-S) 
“Visitations  of  the  County  of  Devon’’  mentions  a  NICHOLAS 

PALL,  of  Chudleigh,  Devon,  married  Marrian,  daughter  of . 

They  had  a  son  JOHN  PALL,  of  Norwood  N  Haccombe  (next  Parish 
to  Combeinteignhead ) , — had  five  sons,  one  of  whom,  the  4th  son  went 
to  Combeinteignhead,  he  also  had  a  brother  William.  (This  branch  of  the 
familv  is  almost  sure  to  have  been  connected  with  the  Stokcinteignhead 
branch,  as  the  places  are  practically  next  to  each  other.  R-S). 

Recorder-Searcher  states:  “The  BALL  family,  from  what  \  have 
gleaned,  seems  to  have  been,  on  the  whole,  of  a  courageous  disposition 
and  full  of  individual  character.” 

Also:  “There  was  a  JOHN  BALL,  of  the  Mamhead  Branch,  who 
had  five  sons,  one  was  a  ROBERT  BALL,  who  lived  at  COMBEIN- 
TKIGNHEAD,  and  another  son,  WILLIAM  BALL,  of  the  same  place. 
It  might  well  be  that  the  Stokeinteignhead  branch  was  also  connected 
with  the  Palls  of  Bishopteignton  and  Kingsteignton.  And  you  will  note 
that  the  BALLS  and  COMYXS  were  sometimes  associated  together.” 
NOTE — Par.  1.  From  Nicholas  Pall  of  Chudleigh,  Co.  Devon,  and  his 
son  John  Ball  of  Norwood  and  Haccombe  derives  “Sir  Peter  Ball,  son 

6  heir,  hap.  24  Dec.,  1598  at  Mamhead,  of  the  Mid.  Temple,  aged  21, 
1620,  attorney  to  the  Queen,  Recorder  of  Exeter,  Knighted  at  Oxford 

7  Oct.,  1642”. — \  is.  Co.  Devon. 

From  “BURKE’S  PROMINENT  FAMILIES  of  the  U.  S.  A.” 
See  Page  478: 

ELIAS  PALL  (10th)  married  Mary  How  Wilson  in  1891  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

(NOTE — The  above  are  the  parents  of  the  author).  (X.S.B.). 

(Author's  Note)  :  The  ARMS  used  by  the  HALL  family  of  Smith  Carolina  (descendants 
of  ELIAS  the  emigrant)  arc;  gu.  a  cliev.  ar.  hetw.  three  lire  halls  ppr.  (  rest,  a  demi  lion 
rampant,  guardant  sa. 

According  to  Kerry’s  Dictionarv  of  llcrrddy.  \’ol.  2  the  arms  above  are  as-dgned  to 
Hall  [Devon],  and  the  Crest  to  Hall  [Scotto.  Norfolk  J. 
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Devonshire 

(England) 

Ball  Branch 
from : 

Rev.  Robert  Ball 
to 

William  Ball 

VIII 


BALL  FAMILY 
Stokeinteignhead 
Devon 
England 


REV.  ROBERT  BALL— Vicar 
St.  Mary  Church  -Torquay 
b — 1600 
d—1674 

m.  (1)  Mary  Hucheson  m.  (2)  (The  Widow  Coming) 


CHARLES  BALL 
b— 1644 


William  II  Helling 

b— 1665 
d— 1739 

m.  (1)  Wilmoti 
Sampson 
m.  (2)  Mary 
Venning 


William  III 
b— 1706 
d— 1790  < 

m— Mary  Husay 


William  IV 
b— 1743 
d— 1792 
m — (1)  Eliz. 

A3  ward 
m — (2)  Mary 
Codner 
i 

William  V 
b— 1780 
d— 1815 
m — Mary - - 


William  VI 
b— 1800 
d— 1830 
m — Mary 
Whiteway 


I 

William  VII 
b— 1830 
d— 1919 
m — Susan 
Cockrem 


William  VIII 
b— 1859 
d— 1943 

m— Edith  Moore 


WILLIAM  BALL  I 
b— 

^  d— 1 692 

(bd — Stokeinteignhead) 
m.  Mary  . . . . 


Edward 


Elias  I 

b — 1676  (Devon 
England 
d — 1751  (In 
Carolina) 

Came  to  Carolina 
about  1694 
COMING-TEE 
PLANTATION 
in  —  (In  Carolina) 
(1)  Elizabeth 
Harleston 


South  Carolina 
Ball  Branch 
(direct  descent 
from : 

Rev.  Robert  Ball 
to 

author) 


|  m— (2) — Mary  Delamare 


.  I 

Elias  II 
(Kensington 
Plantation) 
b— 1709 
d— 1786 
m — (Mrs.) 
Lydia  Chicken. 

I 

John 
b— 1760 
d— 1847 


(Kensington 

Plantation) 


ni- 


-(1)  J 


ane  Ball 


m — (2)  Caroline 
Swinton 


Isaac 
( Limerick 
Plantation) 
b— 1785 
A— 1825 
m — Eliz.  Cath¬ 
erine  Poyas 

I 

William  Janies 
(Limerick 
Plantation) 
b— 1821 
d— 1891 
m — (1)  Julia 
Cart 


m — (2)  Mary 
Huger  Gibbs 


Elias  X 
(Comingtee 
Plantation) 
b— 1848 
d— 1913 
m — Mary  How 
Wilson 

Mary  W„ 
Nan  S., 
(Author) 
Jane  S., 
Julia  C., 
Elias  (14th), 
Robert  W., 
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